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''I have always been. And probably will always be. I'm a liar.''

Antonio stood up out of the coach and walked to the silent dark outside. He opened the door ready to leave in a formal costume which looked great on his slim and manly build. One glance at the house that was so cheerful until recently and he turns his back and leaves the house behind. A few minutes later he is riding his black car on the silent streets towards the mortuary.

On his way he listens to the radio that reports the latest actions of the recently active terrorists. They are called the Black Knights and it seems to be the most discussed topic between Elevens. He was clearly aware of this.

After a while Antonio arrives at the morgue and leaves his car to the parking boy. He walks up to the enlightened building with soft Italian music lauding in the background and enters after a deep inhaled sigh. As soon as he enters, he spots the coffin far at the front and walks up to one of the tables that are surrounded by old and young members of the Lungo family. Some acquaintances of Marco Lungo and his fiancé were present to. He greeted the family elders sitting next to the table accompanied with the a few of the adults.
'He was truly a great grandson. He always smiled at everyone and liked to talk a lot.' started the crying grandmother of Marco Lungo. She was clearly one of the most heartbroken persons in the room. ''I know I was harsh on him at times, but he was my eldest child. I just wish I hadn't thrown him out of the house for not telling me he already joined the military.'' followed the heavily depressed Carlo, father of Marco. The mother of Marco passed out on his word and was immediately treated by one of her older sisters, the aunts of Marco. 

Some of the present people are talking about Marco's death. 'It was all because of Zero.' said a young woman. 'The landslide at mount Narita caused the death of many. My neighbors relative also died at that accident.' conversed another woman. 'I heard KMF's have auto-eject systems, but it didn't work under that avalanche.' replied the young one again. 'How horrible it must have been being buried alive like that.'
'What do they mean an accident. That was clearly all set up by Zero. An avalanche of that size is not something that happens every day.' thought Antonio clenching his teeth. He couldn't bear staying and listening to all the ignorant chatter and walked away silently towards the coffin with the presence of Marco's beautiful fiancé with her golden blond hair and deep ash mauve eyes. 'Good evening Silvia.' greeted Antonio closing in to the coffin. 'Ow, Antonio. It has been a while.' answered Silvia. 'It has indeed been a while.' said Antonio with a low tone. An awkward short silence followed until Antonio moved next to the coffin and started caressing the oak coffin that was only filled with a picture of Marco and some related items to him. 
''He once covered for me, when I stole a bag of candy from another child. That was the only time he protected me my whole life. I never did anything for him nor did I ever thank him. But he always did what was best for me and taught me how to live and stand up for myself. He was the strongest person I've known.'' explained Antonio while blankly staring at the coffin. ''He really was strong. I've never seen him dejected even once.'' said Silvia with a weak voice. Footsteps walking towards them and a voice followed. ''He was strong but also dumb. He suddenly went and registered to the military with no particular reason.'' said Maria, one of the cousins of Marco. ''If he didn't make a decision on a whim like that-'' tried to finish Maria but was suddenly interrupted by an angered Antonio. ''What do you know about him! What do you know about my brother! Don't say something like that! You don't know anything about him, so don't say he was dumb! He was the most proud person and the most responsible person in this family! Don't belittle him!'' Antonio's shouts shocked everyone and he was suddenly slapped in the face by Carlo with a fatherly attitude that was scolding his child. ''Watch your mouth young man. Maria and everyone here is as down as you are. Don't take it out on Maria. She didn't mean any harm.'' Antonio looked around him with everyone staring at him and calmly left the room to the back.

Maria followed immediately after him to the small backroom. After a long silence standing there behind him, she apologized to Antonio. ''I didn't mean to insult him. You know I've always loved him since he was little. I even didn't complain when he chose Silvia over me.'' Antonio looked calmly at her than little drops of tears started flowing down his eyes. ''I'm sorry Maria. It's just... I can't take it.'' cried Antonio. ''It's hard for us all. Don't worry you're not alone.'' tried to console Maria. ''But- but, you don't get it. Nobody understands.'' continued Antonio. ''You're a man. You should not be showing yourself as a crybaby in front of a lady. Brace yourself like your big brother.'' finished Maria and left the room with a lonely distressed Antonio.

Later in an office that belongs to Antonio. It's a shady building in the suburbs. Two other men are sitting in front of Antonio's desk. Antonio is talking on his cellphone. ''Alright I got it. Tonight before the execution. I'll meet up with you and Faust than. Be sure to get his lazy ass out of his house.'' Antonio hangs up and looks at the two men. ''Is it tonight boss?'' asks the blonde Britannian named George. ''Yes, we'll be meeting up with Mike and Faust. It seems Zero's next move is to rescue Toudou of the Japanese Liberation Front.'' answers Antonio. ''But boss this is craziness. It's not just some gang or punks we're up against. We're talking about the Black Knights here.'' protested the blue eyed black haired guy with a scar on his right cheek. ''Your point is, Ferdinand?'' threatened Antonio. ''N- no, I mean we should gather more manpower before we take them on.'' panicked Ferdinand. ''Don’t worry. I have a plan. I'm not as foolish as to waste my chance on revenge for my brother’s death. Besides even the almighty Britannian Empire and even Cornelia can’t stop that Zero. What we need is not manpower, but stealth.'' shrugged Antonio. George smiled with a haughty attitude ''And that's why you chose the four of us.'' Ferdinand smiled wryly at George's confidence. ''Exactly'' replied Antonio.

That night the five of them meet at the back of a military building of Britannia, which is called the Choufou base. Currently the recently captured Toudou of the JLF is being held captive there. The guys are all clothed in special black gear and Antonio explains his four men about the plan. ''Remember we will not engage anyone today before I give a signal. Till than we will only cover each other’s back. Knowing Zero he should be able to save Toudou and get out of here safely. That is when we step in.'' ''I'm not good with waiting.'' Mike sighs. ''Don't go complaining now. Mike I'm counting on you for the surveillance of all units. Zero should have some ingenious escape route planned, so the Britannians won't be able to track and follow him.'' Mike chuckles and shows his custom personal computer. ''Don't worry boss, my lovely wife here can even follow every ant on the ground.'' ''Faust you'll follow us as the rear. Make sure an escape route stays open.'' Faust looks up slowly. ''It's done already. All I need to do is board my girlfriend and stay close.'' Faust keeps curling up his long hair locks repeatedly.

Mike chuckles again. ''What a moron, treating a Black Hawk like a girlfriend.'' Faust stands up and seems to be annoyed. ''Like you're the one to talk. Marrying some stupid pictures.'' Mike stands up too ready to start a brawl. ''Hey! Who're you calling stupid. And they are not pictures, they are my lovely wives fallen in love with me, when I conquered the world of the Dating Sims.'' Faust laughs ''You're such an idiot for falling to a stupid old Eleven game.'' ''What'd you say you b*st*rd? You wanna have a go at me?'' rages an angry Mike. Antonio stands up and hits both of their heads. ''Shut up and duck. You're going to get us noticed.'' Antonio looks at George and Ferdinand and continues after he put an end to the duo's interference. ''You two will stick with me. I'll try to get as close as possible to the Black Knights and figure out Zero's location.'' ''Y- yes, b-boss.'' stutters a frightened Ferdinand. George smiles and taps Ferdinand’s back. ''Don't be such a scaredy cat all the time. You're a master assassin. You have to man up yourself.''

After this the events of Zero successfully saving Toudou and the revealing of the White KMF, Lancelot’s pilot Suzaku Kururugi takes place. During the chaos Antonio manages to locate Zero when he leaves his personal KMF momentarily to pick up Toudou. Now after the operation the five men follow the retreating Black Knights in vehicles. Mike with his electronic equipment in a black van keeps a distance. On the other hand Faust stays in the air with a stealthy Black Hawk model . And the three vanguards Ferdinand, George and Antonio each have their own customized motorcycles which make no noise and are apparently designed for these kinds of situations. The motorcycles rush through many obstacles like trees and buildings. The truck with Zero's KMF finally arrives at an abandoned dock behind the suburbs, while most of the other KMF's and trucks go in several other directions.

They park the motorcycles on top of a hill that looks out on the docks filled with hangars. Antonio mounts of his bike and walks towards the other two. ''This seems to be their place. Zero's truck went in to the green hangar at the edge. We should hurry and enter before they set up guards after returning. The three of them start moving downwards the hill. Antonio speaks trough the transceivers. ''Mike did you finish scanning the area for guarding devices?'' ''There should be a camera in the front entrance of that green hangar. And the back entrance is secured by sensors. The best way to enter is through the glass window on the roof.'' answers Mike trough the transceivers. ''Alright we'll wait here than. Faust lift us to the roof.'' Faust looks at his radar that points out the location of Antonio with dots. ''Roger.'' The chopper rises behind the hill and descends to the spot where Antonio is. It drops a rope on which the three of the guys climb and get pulled up. The Black Hawk rises again and moves towards the top of the green hangar. ''Alright boss, I'll drop you here.'' 
The rope slowly lowers the three guys who silently land on the roof and move towards the rooftop window, while the Black Hawk flies away to not get noticed. They look through the window and notice that two guards are patrolling. Antonio uses his transceivers. ''Mike what's the report for the inside?'' Mike looks at some screens that show various interfaces of the building from a satellite's zoomed in view. One of the screens shows in infrared and can clearly show the number of humans inside, thanks to the heat human bodies radiate. ''There should be only two guards close to each other. Other than that I count 27 people in the southeastern room. They're apparently celebrating their victory. Than there is only one guy in the northern block. There appears to be a small room for a coordinator located there.'' answers Mike.

Antonio takes out a glass plunger and a laser. ''I'll open it, Ferdinand you take out the left one. George the right one is yours. Make sure they don't see you and don't leave any evidence.'' ''Yes.'' reply the two in sync. After they carefully cut the glass in a circle and remove it, Ferdinand than George who installed a slide rope went through the hole in the window with the rope fastened to their belts. They use the iron bars that keep the roof together to horizontally climb along the roof towards their targets. Once on top of their targets, who've been chatting with each other, George who is fastened to the rope behind Ferdinand installs a second rope holder, pulls two times so Antonio gets the signal and nods at Ferdinand when he's done. Ferdinand drops himself while Antonio keeps the rope from lowering the two of them too fast. 
When they near the ground Ferdinand unleashes himself and jumps on his target to knock him out in one fast hit, while George takes out a stun gun and shoots the other one. The rope finally reaches the ground and Georges unleashes himself to. They look at the window and see Antonio following them. He lowers himself via his belt trough the rope, while George removes his cabled bullet and closes the scar on his target. They all move towards the north end of the hangar and climb the ladder towards the second floor where the small room is located. They stand in front of the door and Antonio tells the guys to stay guard at the door. ''I'll go in by myself you stay outside and watch the other rooms.'' 

Antonio than takes out a small gun nears the door. He swiftly opens the door storms in and jumps on the figure that is sitting at the table. The victim surprised and unable to respond on time gets his mouth shut and his movements restricted by Antonio. Antonio turns the figure around and sees a teenage boys face clothed in Zero's clothes. Antonio looks surprised, but than lifts the boy still unable to speak or move. The boy keeps staring him in the eyes for some reason. ''So you're Zero. To think under the mask of Zero was lying a betraying Britannian young boy.'' comments Antonio. ''Mmmf!'' tries to speak the young boy, with a hateful look, who's called Lelouche. ''Don't be in such a haste. We've got enough time to talk this all out.'' says Antonio while making Lelouche sit on another chair. 
''I'll shoot you the moment you call out for help. Tough I don't think they will be able to hear you even if you tried.'' says Antonio while releasing Lelouche. Lelouche grins and stares at him. ''You know, I just found out that my best friend was lying to me and betraying me. I'm not in a mood to stick with your insolence.'' ''Shut up! Do you know what pain you caused me. You don't have any idea how difficult it is for me to not shoot you this moment!'' reacts a raged Antonio. ''Difficult? Pain? Don't make me laugh. You are the one who's ignorant of much harsher things I've experienced.'' replies Lelouche with a disgusted expression. ''Shut up, you demon! What do you know of my pain. You killed my brother.'' Lelouche looks at him with a serious face. ''How stupid. Do you really think you've got the upper hand on me, so you can threaten me and order me around? ''Hemp!'' Lelouche grins and looks Antonio in the eyes. 
''Lelouche vi Britannia commands you, drop your gun and don't move until I allow you to.'' After this command Lelouche's left eye Iris shows a red light in the shape of a V that flies towards the eye of Antonio and makes him do as ordered. Antonio is shocked and tries to move but his body doesn't reply. ''What's happening? What did you do to me?'' Lelouche grins. ''I have done nothing. You are just obeying me that's all.'' Antonio desperately tries to move, but it is no use. ''What is this? Hypnosis? But I still have my consciousness. Damn! I have to get my revenge.'' Antonio looks desperate and in rage, because of the situation he's worked himself in. 
''I can understand you're eager to have your revenge. We share the same feelings, but in order to succeed you need to have power. I have the power, and you don't that's our difference.'' Antonio looks angrily at Lelouche. ''You b*st*rd I will never forgive you. How dare you!?'' Lelouche sighs and looks at him with disgust. ''I don't even know your brother. It is true I have killed many, but do you seriously think I would remember each and every person I have done.'' ''You burried my brother alive on mount Narita!'' roars Antonio. ''Oho, so you were able to notice that the avalanche was my doing. You're getting me even more impressed.'' Antonio had now lost all reason. ''I don't need your compliments you murderer!'' ''So your brother was a Britannian soldier. Are you an idiot. A soldiers duty is to fight for his country and sacrifice his life if necessary. You cannot bl-'' tries to finish Lelouche but gets interrupted by Antonio. ''Shut up! My brother wasn't supposed to be a soldier in the first place. If it wasn't for that incident. He wouldn't have to join the army... He tried to save me. He was supposed to marry and have a good life, damn it! It was because of –'' ''You.'' completes Lelouche with a serious tone. Antonio suddenly realizes he was blaming Zero for his own mistake. He remembers the incident that lead to his brothers death in flashbacks.

Five months ago Antonio sat in his office looking troubled at a document. The door opened and a long figured young man with short black hair, a handsome smiling face and an ear-piercing dropped in. ''Hello there dumb younger brother of mine!'' said Marco. Antonio looked irritated by his entrance and quickly hid the document in his hands. ''Shut up, leave me alone. I've got enough on my head without you butting in my life.'' Marco closed in and hit Antonio on the head. ''That's not a way to speak to your elder, stupid!'' Antonio brushed the spot his brother hit and seemed like he was suffering from a really hard blow. ''Auch! That hurt you idiot. What do you want?'' asked Antonio after calming down. Marco stares at him with a serious face in silence. ''What?'' said Antonio confused. ''Are you still transporting that stuff?'' Antonio suddenly panicked and stuttered. ''Wh- what st-stuff? I don't get what you m-mean.'' Marco continued to stare at him in silence. ''What big bro?'' ''Don't play dumb with me. You know you can't lie against me.'' Antonio looked down in embarrassment. ''I told you to stop with helping those b*st*rds out with that stuff. You know they are using the elevens despair to sell them Refrain. Do you realize you're dirtying your hands. You've been trained to execute covert operations and contribute to the people, not use it to create a smuggling route. First the Kyushu route and now this? I'm not gonna sit back and watch you getting in risky business.'' Antonio looked back at his brother. ''I can't stop this anymore. If I do they will take away dads authority and all our money.'' They both fell silent. After a while, Antonio took out the document he hid and put it on the desk. ''Is this the contract?'' asked Marco. ''Yes'' Marco picked the document and started going through it. After he finishes he puts it back on the desk and leans on the coach. 

''You've got yourself in a terrible mess.'' Antonio looks dejected. ''I know.'' Marco sighed. ''I actually shouldn't help you and let you clean out after your own mess, but this time you will probably need my help. What do you say, my dumb brother. Let's pull a prank on those b*st*rds.'' smiled Marco. ''There is no way to trick them. As long as they know I was involved with Kyushu I can no lon-'' ''That’s where I come in.'' interrupted Antonio. ''I will join the army. I know of a way to get close to princess Cornelia. If I succeed I can get Cornelia to arrest them without getting you involved. What you have to do is simple. Erase all traces that lead to your company and yourself. What do you think, my dumb little brother?'' grinned Marco. Antonio looked mesmerized at Marco and answered with a smile. ''Big brother, I hate you but I love you at times like this''

Back to the small office in the hangar.
''So?'' interrupted Lelouche the long silence. ''Do you still want to kill me? Let me tell you this, I can easily kill you right now before I even let you go.'' Antonio, now calmed down but looks depressed and sad. ''You said before you knew how I felt. Tell me what should I do?'' asked Antonio sincerely. ''Why would I give advice to someone who came for my head?'' shrugged Lelouche. ''Please, I beg you. I cannot take it anymore. I killed my own brother, I made a huge mistake. I shouldn't have let him take such a risky job just to save myself. I don't know what to do anymore.'' begged Antonio. ''I am doing everything it takes to achieve my goals. I always decide for myself. If my sister were to die for my sake, I wouldn’t let her  life go in vain. Although I wouldn’t let something like that ever happen.'' answered Lelouche. ''Do you mean I have to finish his unfinished job? That way he will at least have helped me with his death? But wouldn't that be lying to myself?'' Lelouche looked at his confused expression in silence and answered after a few moments. 
''I have been lying for a while now.'' ''Did it give you any happiness?'' asked Antonio. ''No, but that does not matter. As long as I achieve my goals, that's all that matters.'' Antonio was shocked. He started thinking in another brief silence for a moment than talked further. ''Thank you, young man. Even though I came to take your head, you helped me understand what I need to do.'' This comment apparently confused Lelouche. ''So, what is the answer than?'' asked Lelouche, slightly interested. ''I have to stop making things worse. I have to stop lying to myself. I have to tell the truth about my brother’s death. Only than can I go on.'' Lelouche chuckled. ''You seem confident that you can leave this place alive.'' ''I am not. That's something for you to decide.'' Lelouche looked dejected and sighed. ''Interesting. Alright you can leave.'' As soon as Lelouche gives permission Antonio becomes able to move again. ''Thank you, young man. What is your name?'' Lelouche smirks. ''I am Lelouche vi Britannia. I trust someone like you won't give the secret of this prince?'' Antonio looks surprised again, but is quick to smile back. ''That's a prince for you. Rebelling against his own country while having a huge disadvantage.'' Lelouche grins, while Antonio turns his back and moves towards the exit. ''When you decide to give yourself a new chance, I advise you to stop lying to yourself too, Zero.'' says Antonio before leaving. ''This is my last chance.'' answers Lelouche. After this Antonio and his subordinates leave and never come back again.

Two years later after this incident, Lelouche successfully manages to take over the Britannian Empire and revenge his mother. He also takes the whole world as hostage with the F.L.E.I.J.A. warheads and takes over the world. After that his assassination takes place by Suzaku Kururugi disguised as Zero. Antonio watches this event take place from one of the public screens.

''I was a liar just like you, but I stopped lying and you didn't. That's our difference.'' said Antonio. He than turned walked away with his hands in his pockets and with a sigh. ''Although I was lying for myself and you were lying for others.''
